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NO ORDINARY DAY JOB
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It all started  
on a ski lift

the students on what they wanted to do 
next and James had somewhat of a light-
bulb moment, and announced that he 
intended to be an architect. 

“Lots of my friends and fellow students 
were taking up jobs in the finance sector 
but that wasn’t for me. Apparently as a 
child I was always drawing houses so I 
guess architecture was a natural fit in the 
end.

“Once I completed the business studies 
course I then moved into building studies 
and eventually secured an apprenticeship 
as a junior technician. This was on a 
day-release basis for five years, which 
had its own challenges having to balance 
studying requirements with having a 
job. But I was earning money and getting 

Mark Twain might have lived back 
in the 19th century but his words 
can still resonate today: “Twenty 
years from now, you will be more 
disappointed by the things that you 
didn’t do than by the ones you did do, 
so throw off the bowlines, sail away 
from safe harbor, catch the trade 
winds in your sails. Explore, dream, 
discover.” 

James by his own admission wasn’t a 
budding entrepreneur in his teens. In 
fact, whilst his parents had spotted his 
penchant for drawing from an early age, 
he only decided on a career path much 
later when he was studying business 
studies at Guernsey College of Further 
Education. One of his tutors was quizzing 

qualifications at the same time. I then 
went on to get my diploma and as there 
were enough local students ready to sign 
up, the college offered us the opportunity 
to progress further and take a degree in 
Architectural Technology which it offers 
in association with London South Bank 
University.”

Having completed his BSc degree with 
First Class honours, James says that this 
study route is something that suited him 
well, and one that he would recommend 
to anyone looking for a career in the 
architecture industry.

“It was a great way of combining practical 
experience with study and for anyone 
who would prefer to stay on the island, 
it’s the perfect solution.”

James Gavey hadn’t always planned to be running his own business - but had always 
had ambition to progress and succeed in his chosen career. But when the opportunity 
arose, he took the plunge and is now celebrating five years in business as Founder and 
Director of JG Architecture Limited. Connect’s Trish Grover went to meet him to discuss 

his designs for the future.

Trish Grover
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James has two members of staff working 
for him from the studio at L’Islet and 
trainee Dan is about to embark on 
a similar study path to gain his BSc 
honours in Architectural Technology. 

“I think it’s important for local practices 
to support the next generation coming 
through. Dan is getting some great 
hands-on experience with us and 
developing knowledge of the local 
application processes. Getting his formal 
qualification is the next logical step.”

James set up JG Architecture in 2013. At 
the time he was working for another local 
practice and his career was progressing 
well. He then had an approach and was 
offered some sizeable independent 
projects, which was the catalyst for him 
to take the plunge on his own.

“I didn’t just jump at it. I looked into 
everything that would be involved in 
running a company. I was actually sitting 
on chair lift in Austria half way up a 
mountain when I decided I should go for 
it. I realised that this was too good an 
opportunity to miss and a chance that 
might not come along again.

“I took some advice from what was then 
the Guernsey Enterprise Agency (now 
StartUp Guernsey), used some third-
party suppliers for things like company 
incorporation and brand design and I was 
up and running. I started off working out 
of my spare bedroom and was a one-
man-band for the first few years. Over 
the past year or so things have really 
taken off. We are now a team of three and 
we are also looking to employ some part-
time administrative support.”

James’s and the company’s ethos is co-
creation.

“I know it’s probably a bit of a cliché, 
but we aim to work with our clients 
rather than for them and we are very 
happy to take on the small extension or 
improvement projects as well as bigger 
new builds. It’s a question of creating 
practical spaces and improving people’s 
living experience.”

The local planning process and more 
recently the new Island Development 
Plan (IDP) has attracted much debate and 
comment. James is a fan of the new plan 
and believes that it offers much more 
flexibility for planners and designers.

“The IDP offers far more flexibility from 
a design point of view and the planners 
seem to be more open to newer styles 
and alternative material selection. 
According with the new general policies 
can be a challenge on the larger projects 
and this involves respecting the character 
of the area and ensuring the most 
efficient use of the land, but there are 
newer considerations included within 
the plan. Sustainability is a big thing now 
both in terms of materials used and when 
considering waste management and 
renewable energy. Issues surrounding 
the general well-being of the occupier 
and healthy living are also key – so we 
need to consider ventilation, temperature 
control and use of natural light.”

Looking to the future, James is looking 
to gain ‘Chartered Architectural 
Technologist’ status which he aims 
to complete this year. The process 
involves James having a professional 
assessment including design, technical 
and education elements as well as more 
general management skills. Once his 
written submission has been considered 
he will then have an interview with the 
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The firm’s work includes extensions, 
conversions and new build projects. 
There are quite a few new build enquiries 
coming through at the moment, from 
plots of land with an old building that 
needs replacing to larger sites for 
residential or commercial development. 

James has absolutely no regret in taking 
that leap and setting up his own practice.

“I have to confess that I did have a few 
sleepless nights in the early days just 
hoping that things would continue to 
go in the right direction and that I could 
grow the business as I wished. But I have 
never regretted the decision I made 
sitting on that chair lift.”

With a 20 month child at home, James still 
might be having the odd sleepless night 
but for completely different reasons. He 
has one simple piece of advice for anyone 
thinking about going it alone.

“Consider everything but go with your 
gut. If an opportunity comes along, grab 
it with both hands.”

enhance the firm’s profile and perception 
in the market place. Miles, our other 
qualified Architectural Technologist, will 
also apply for chartered status at some 
point in the future. He has only just 
completed his degree so we will give him 
some breathing space first.”

Chartered Institute of Architectural 
Technologists the governing body.

“This is another way to demonstrate our 
long term commitment to ‘best practice’ 
within our profession. To be able to 
display the ‘chartered status’ badge will 

END




